The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20500

May 5, 2005

Dear President Bush,

After seeing you on television the other night | realized that not enough people are able to hear
what you have to say on a regular basis- or just hear your voice, your thoughts, and so forth. | am
an artist, and in many cases | use electronically-produced sound in my work. | think it would be a
wonderful public art project and also a service to my country to make a piece that would simply
play back any audio you wanted me to. For example, | would recommend speeches, sound bites,
"good morning," or even a song (or Psalm) you are currently drawing inspiration from. | think that
this would be benebcial for the American people- | know it would be for me.

| think it would be best to use two sites- a very busy, urban center (like Times Square) and also a
quiet, pastoral site- a place of pilgrimage -like a corn beld in lowa or a Vermont orchard.

My current design is simple- a 12' x 19' grid with one horn loudspeaker for every 2 square feet.
The horn speakers will project the sound of your voice clearly and powerfully- | imagine no less
than 10,000 Watts of output. | will also have an equalizer that can be customized to both make
your voice sound as natural as possible, and also to make sure it is entirely clear given the local
sound environment (by emphasizing frequencies not in the surroundings.) The speakers could be
installed on the side of a building or could be attached to a free-standing apparatus not unlike a
billboard. In many ways a billboard would be perfect, since they are easily rented and relatively
inexpensive to maintain. In that case, the dimensions of the grid would be extended to cover the
entire face of the billboard.

Interestingly enough, both North and South Korea dismantled similar walls of sound last summer,
meaning there is surely a surplus of materials previously used for a similar purpose- though they are
evil and we are good - a difference worth noting.. Wouldn't it be perfect if we could purchase

these materials and reconstruct them here? | know you are interested in innovative acts of
diplomacy, and given the current tensions with the Korean peninsula, it would be a timely gesture.

A sub-project to the above is that on special occasions, like when you give a televised address, etc.
| could hire roving individuals who would have megaphones attached to backpacks to play the
audio in real-time - or perhaps right afterward if Pnancing doesn't permit a simulcast. You could ask
me to deploy them whenever you like.

| know the Ofbce of the President doesn't normally fund Art, as the NEA is chartered to do so,
but I wonder if you might make an exception this once. | think it is a terribly important piece, and
one with which | think you can relate and Pnd benebcial for the American People, the history of
art, and your legacy as one of the most effective and inventive Presidents in history.

With Great Admiration,

Micah Silver



